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Who wants to be considered meek? A meek tiger 

doesn’t get ahead in the jungle, and a meek per-

son doesn’t seem to get ahead in this world. To 

be meek is not always to insist on your rights. To 

be meek is to let the other guy get his way while 

your own needs and desires are kept under 

wraps. “Meek” not only sounds like “weak,” but 

to most people, to be meek is to be weak. And to 

be that way never gets you ahead in school, in 

business, in relationships, right?  

Not so with followers of Jesus. He once equated 

happiness with being meek and, what’s more, He 

said that Christians actually will “get ahead” by 

putting others first. This is how Jesus said it: 

“Blessed (happy) are the meek, for they will 

inherit the earth” (Matthew 5:5).  

You see, Jesus was talking to some very secure 

people when he said that. He was talking to 

those who had put their trust in him. They were-

n’t secure because they had great careers or lots 

of money.  

They were secure because they knew they had 

the most valuable thing anyone can ever have: a 

place in heaven. They trusted that Jesus would 

take them to heaven when they died. Truth 

made all the difference in the way they lived. 

Secure in God’s greatest treasure, they didn’t 

have to live the rat-race of trying to secure their 

financial fortune by being a bully, by running 

over somebody else’s life.  

Jesus’ followers know this life is not all there is. 

Jesus’ followers know they can be meek—they 

don’t have to get their way all the time because 

Jesus has set them up for an eternity of happiness.  

Guess what happens when you live this way? 

People notice. People respect you for the way 

you live. People honor you as someone who puts 

the needs of others before your own. 

In that way you “get ahead” without 

even trying. You “inherit the earth” 

even if your meek lifestyle doesn’t 

translate into big bucks.  

Jesus blesses us when we walk His way 

i n  t h i s  wor l d .  Be i ng  meek  i sn ’ t  

be i ng  weak .  It’s being strong. Strong 

in your trust in the Lord Jesus. Strong in 

the sure hope of heaven. Strong in the truth that 

your loving God will take care of you in this life and 

the next. Strong enough not to always insist on 

your way. Be meek. Be happy.  

How can I be happy when I’m not getting my way?  
 

“Blessed are the meek.” Matthew 5:5  

 



May Birthdays 

May Wedding Anniversaries 

  6) Cindy Zanow 

 7) Deirdre Timm 

 13) Kayden Savage 

 14) Pastor John Melke 

 17) Ari Etter 

 22) Luanne Sigmund 

 23) Sawyer Tuttle 

 25) Cooper Green 

  27) Kyree Kubat 

        Tammy Spees 

  2) Jim and Joy Krahn (32) 

  6) Jason and Sara Kay (18) 

  7) Jeff and Christi Weingart (36) 

 16) Larry and Sue Riedel (43) 

Dear Father in heaven, You crown motherhood with glory when 
You say that You love us with a mother’s love—fierce, loyal and 
unconditional. Even though our earthly mothers can fail, You 
never do. Grant Christian mothers everywhere a rich measure of 
Your grace so that they carry out their role joyfully. Make them 
good examples to their children. As You cared for Your mother 
despite Your agony on the cross, care for all mothers, comfort 
them in their tears, and encourage them in their prayers. Amen 

Marcie Wiessinger 



Mission and Safari Trip 
When: March 3-22, 2026 
Where: Kenya and Tanzania 

• During week one. visit multiple congregations that are part of Lutheran 
Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC)—Kenya.  LCMC is in fellowship 
with WELS. One of the churches will be a new build supported by a $750 
tax deductible donation made by the travelers. 
The next 11 days are spent in Tanzania on a safari adventure trip with 
Overseas Adventure Travel (OAT).  https://www.oattravel.com/. Check out 
OAT tours on their website. 
Cost: Approximately $9000 in addition to the $750 donation. 
Questions: Call Tom Thiele (former Good Shepherd member) 262-560-
0750. Kathy Lee will have a limited ability to answer questions.  

Change for Life - Build a Better Tomorrow 

The Good Shepherd Ladies Group is again sponsoring the baby bottle 

event to benefit New Beginnings – A Home for Mothers. It will take place 

from Mothers Day, May 11th through Fathers Day, June 15th. A buggy 

full of baby bottles can be found in the narthex. Anyone can participate by taking a 

bottle home, filling it with loose change, cash or check and returning it no later than 

June 16th. A basket is provided for return of the bottles. Thank you for participating in 

this ongoing ministry. You are not just giving a hand-out; you are providing a hand-up. 

There are other ways to support New Beginnings. If you are interested in 
joining the network of most committed supporters of the  New Begin-
nings ministry, you can become an ongoing supporter. The New Beginnings 
Stewardship Club webpage is found at https://www.homeformothers.com/
recurring-donation.html.  

If you are interested in making an occasional single donation, go to 
https://www.homeformothers.com/one-time-donation.html 

New Beginnings is thrilled to announce that you can now participate in the 
Change for Life program digitally! It ’s never been easier to make a differ-
ence. Simply visit spave.io and search New Beginnings - A Home for Moth-
ers or enter the code: 841215090 to start rounding up your contributions 
for New Beginnings. Join us in creating positive change today!   

Coffee with Christ 
The day of the week for “Coffee with Christ”  is moving in May.  We will 
meet on Wednesdays staring May 7th. The location remains the same – 

Grace’s Restaurant (1371 8th St S, Wisconsin Rapids). The start time is 11:00 am. 
We meet in the backroom. Remember to bring your copy of “Forward in Christ.”  

https://www.oattravel.com/
https://www.homeformothers.com/recurring-donation.html
https://www.homeformothers.com/recurring-donation.html
https://www.homeformothers.com/one-time-donation.html
https://www.spave.io/






(Greek: 

Ἀποκάλυψις (Apokálypsis). 





Parish Nurse Notes 
I hope all of you experienced a blessed 

Easter, and the confidence and joy of the Res-

urrection continues to be a blessing to you 

every day. This month I will not focus on one 

of the health observations associated with 

May. Instead, I will focus on a topic in the 

news – measles.  

I am writing this newsletter in early 

April. At this time at least 56 individuals have 

been hospitalized, and three have died: two 

children in Lubbock (a six-year-old and an 

eight-year-old) and an adult in New Mexico. 

(Texas DSHS) Measles is a serious disease.  

Measles, also called rubeola, is caused 

by a virus. It is highly contagious. The virus 

lives in the nose and throat mucus of an in-

fected person. It can spread to others through 

coughing and sneezing. It can live for up to 2 

hours in an airspace after an infected person 

leaves the area. It also lingers on surfaces.  If 

you have measles, up to 90% of the people 

with close contact with you, who are not im-

mune, will become infected. A person with 

measles can spread the virus to others for 

about eight days, starting four days before the 

rash appears and ending when the rash has 

been present for four days. (CDC and Mayo 

Clinic) 

Measles signs and symptoms appear 

around 10 to 14 days after exposure to the vi-

rus. The initial signs and symptoms of measles 

are nonspecific including fever, dry cough, 

runny nose, sore throat, and inflamed eyes 

(conjunctivitis). Tiny white spots with bluish-

white centers on a red background (Koplik 

spots) may appear inside the mouth two to 

three days after symptoms begin. Measles 

rash appears 3 to 5 days after the first symp-

toms. It usually begins as flat red spots that 

appear on the face at the hairline. They then 

spread downward to the neck, trunk, arms, 

legs, and feet. The spots may become joined 

together as they spread from the head to the 

rest of the body. As the rash spreads, the fe-

ver rises sharply, often as high as 104 to 

105.8 F. The rash may last seven days. As 

other symptoms of the illness go away, the 

cough and darkening or peeling of the skin 

where the rash was may stay for about 10 

days. (CDC and Mayo Clinic)    

Complications can be deadly. The most 

common complications are ear infections 

(about 1 out of every 10 children) and diar-

rhea (less than 1 out of 10 people). About 1 in 

5 unvaccinated people in the U.S. who get 

measles is hospitalized. As many as 1 out of 

every 20 children with measles gets pneumo-

nia, the most common cause of death from 

measles in young children. About 1 child out of 

every 1,000 who get measles will develop en-

cephalitis (swelling of the brain). This can lead 

to convulsions and leave the child deaf or with 

an intellectual disability. Nearly 1 to 3 of every 

1,000 children who become infected with mea-

sles will die from respiratory and neurologic 

complications. In pregnant, unvaccinated 

women, measles may cause premature birth 

or a low-birth-weight baby. (CDC) 

The U.S. Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention recommends that 
children and adults receive the measles 
vaccine to prevent measles. The measles 
vaccine is usually given as a combined 
measles-mumps-rubella (MMR) vaccine. 
This vaccine may also include the chick-
enpox (varicella) vaccine — measles-
mumps-rubella-varicella (MMRV) vac-
cine. Health care providers recommend 
that children receive the MMR vaccine 
between 12 and 15 months of age, and 
again between 4 and 6 years of age — 
before entering school.  

The MMR vaccine's two doses are 
97% effective in preventing measles and 
protecting against it for life. In the small 
number of people who get measles after 
being vaccinated, the symptoms are 
generally mild. 

 

   May the Lord bless you and keep you,   

               Kathy Lee, RN 



 

Church Council Officers and Board Members—2025/2026 

 

President—    Bruce Mohns 
Vice-President—   Scott Krug 
Recording Secretary— Pastor Valleau 
Board of Elders —Chair  Mike Irwin 

    Jeff Weingart 
    Adam Timmerman 

Board of Education—Chair   Tommy Woltman 
        Jon Schoemann 
        Gary Heiman 
At Large— Evangelism— Chris Rhein 
At Large—Planning—  Dan Dietz 
Board of Properties—Chair   Conrad McGarry 
        Joe Berdan 
Treasurer—   Peter Paul 
Financial Secretary—  Alan Shepard 

Thanks for ALL you do to further the harmony of God’s Gospel ministries here! 

Upcoming events  
May 16th here at church:    

 ENTERTAINEMENT  

NIGHT  

6:30 here at church 

 

July 13

Farmers Market — help needed May 23rd  (June 20 th) (July 4 th) (August 1st) (August 29 th) 

Synod Convention– New Ulm, Mn—July 20-24 (Monday–Thursday) 

    Music Group “His Way”  on Friday, August 1st





 



Come and See!    Go and Tell! 

Good Shepherd Evangelical Lutheran Church 

and School—WELS 

10611 Highway 13 South, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494 

Phone: 715-325-3355 

www.1goodshepherd.org 

Pastor Paul A. Tullberg |  Pastor John T. Melke 

Principal Hannah E. Cook 

Or Current Resident 
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