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Canceled Debts  
Jesus said, “Two men owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five   

hundred denarii, and the other fifty. Neither of them had the money to pay            
him back, so he canceled the debts of both.                                                         

Now which of them will love him more?”   (Luke 7:41,42)  

One day Jesus was invited to dinner at the 

home of a religious leader named Simon. He 

was a member of the group called the Phari-

sees that believed their good works made them 

worthy before God; they didn’t believe that 

they needed to be saved from their sins.  

There was an unexpected guest at the gather-

ing―a sinful woman, a prostitute. She had 

come to honor Jesus by pouring expensive per-

fume and even her own tears on his feet.  

Simon was upset that Jesus was welcoming the 

praise of this sinful woman. He thought that if 

Jesus really knew who she was, he would not 

even let her touch him. The truth is Jesus knew 

that she had lived a sinful life. He also knew 

that her joyful tears were born of his forgiving 

love for her.  

So Jesus told a story to teach Simon 

and us a lesson about forgiveness. 

There were two men who were in 

debt. One of them owed a money-

lender about three years’ worth of 

wages. The other owed the same 

moneylender about 50 days of wag-

es. Neither was able to repay, so the 

moneylender graciously canceled both 

debts.  

Jesus posed a question: “Now which one of 

them will love him more?” Simon answered 

correctly that the one who had the larger debt 

canceled would have loved the moneylender 

more.  

Jesus’ short story speaks volumes for our lives. 

We all have a huge debt that we cannot pay. 

We cannot make up for all the sinful things we 

do, not by doing more good things or by doing 

less bad things. We can’t cancel the debt of sin 

by anything we think, do, or say.  

But God saw our desperate need and loves us. 

He canceled our debt of sin. He did that by hav-

ing his Son, Jesus, pay it completely for every-

one. The price He paid was His death. As the 

sinless Son of God, He was able to take all of 

our sins on Himself and suffer their punish-

ment for us. By His death, He canceled 

the debt of our sin. Three days after he 

died, he rose from the dead to prove 

that His sacrifice counted for all of us.  

It’s springtime, and Christians are cel-

ebrating the resurrection of Jesus from 

the dead. What a great time of the 

year to be reminded that Jesus has 

canceled our debt of sin and given us 

new life with Himself! 



April Birthdays 

April Wedding Anniversaries 

 1) Ryan Zanow 

 3) Diane Bannerman 

     Claudia Valleau 

 6) Tucker Green 

 7) Sherri Kammueller 

 9) AJ Berdan 

 11) Ben Holberg 

       Walter Tuttle 

 12) Marci Wiessinger 

 13) Tambi Prey 

 17) Maci Brandl 

       Mary Kay Merk 

 18) Henry Mangler 

 19) Luanne Burdick 

 20) Avery Brandl 

      Kirk Olson 

 21) Becky Thorpe 

 24) Zach Erwin 

 27) Jerry Wiessinger 

 28) Linda Ewer 

       Jack Krug 

 30) Lynn Davis  

4) Jerry and Marci Wiessinger (65) 

9) David and Janet Hoppe (52) 

11) Dale and Kathy Brahmsteadt (28) 

29) Joe and Sue Berdan (39) 

30) Karl and Kim Mittelsteadt (36) 

Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son to liberate us 

from sin and death by his obedient death on the cross.  We confess 

that without your love we are lost. We pray for those who carry heavy 

burdens in life: the sick and the chronically ill, the depressed and the 

lonely, those torn by conflict in personal relationships, those victimized 

by war and injustice, and all who face the terrors of life with a heavy 

heart. Grant them peace, O Lord, and in your mercy, be their guardian 

and friend, their comfort and hope.  Amen 

Welcoming Miss Hannah Cook 

We are accepting free-will offerings to fund the moving 

costs for our new teacher, Miss Cook. She will be arriving 

this summer and a moving company will haul her belong-

ings to her new location. Your help is appreciated!  You 

can use the yellow envelopes in the narthex for this fund.  

Speaking of new location….if anyone hears or knows 

about a rental in our area that will be available around 

July 1st, please let Mrs. T. know.  The moving company 

has to unload her somewhere! 



Parish Nurse Notes 
Welcome to April.  Hopefully the month will 

only have rain showers and not snow showers.  

When I was trying to decide what to write 

about this month, I came across an article on 

increasing protein intake in your diet.  I 

thought I really need to do that.  The article 

got me thinking about muscles and muscle 

strength.  

This month I would like to talk about the loss 

of muscle mass and strength that occurs as a 

person ages.  Muscle mass decreases approxi-

mately 3-8% per decade after the age 30. If 

you are over 60, the rate of decline is even 

higher.  The loss could proceed to a point at 

which a diagnosis of sarcopenia (saar-ko-pee-

ni-uh) is made. Sarcopenia is defined as the 

age-related progressive loss of muscle mass 

and strength. It is estimated that 5-13% of 

adults over 60 have sarcopenia, but that esti-

mate may be low. Everyone loses muscle mass 

over time, but people with sarcopenia lose it 

more quickly.  

What can you do to avoid being the person 

who calls out “Help, I’ve fallen, and I can’t get 

up”?  Exercise is one of the best ways to slow 

or prevent problems with muscles, joints, and 

bones. Walking is good exercise but you 

should include muscle strengthening exercises 

and resistance training in your routine. You 

can join an exercise class, or you can do exer-

cises in your home.  You know yourself and 

can decide if you are more likely to follow 

through with group or home exercises.  When 

exercising at home you can start without 

weights.  After time, you can progress to light 

weights and then heavier weights. The same is 

true in class or gym. Weights in your home can 

be things like a soup can or a half-gallon plas-

tic bottle filled with water. Useful exercises in-

clude squats, incline pushups (pushups leaning 

against a wall, then progress to a countertop, 

and then something even lower), backward 

lunge, a seated row (you may need a re-

sistance band for this one), dead bug (I would 

try to explain it, but I think you need to look it 

up or ask me at church.) Plan on performing 

strengthening and resistance exercises three 

or four times per week. 

Eating a healthy diet is important for prevent-

ing muscle loss and regaining muscle strength. 

It’s especially important to increase your pro-

tein intake.  Here are some suggestions: 

1. Include Greek yogurt in your breakfast 

menu. You can eat it plain, add sweet or 

savory toppings, or throw it into a 

smoothie. 

2. Eggs are an easy way to get protein on the 

go.  Boil a dozen eggs and have them avail-

able for a grab and go snack. Eggs can 

make a good protein-rich meal.  

3. Do you drink smoothies?  Add a scoop of 

protein powder and power it up. 

4. Add some tuna to your salad. 

5. Sprinkle your salad, yogurt, or oatmeal 

with nuts or seeds. Or eat one ounce of 

nuts as a snack.  

6. Eat lean meat such as ground turkey or a 

chicken breast. 

7. Consider plant protein sources.  This could 

be lentils, chickpeas, beans or tofu.  

8. Higher protein grains could be an option. 

Farro and quinoa are examples.  

9. Cheese can be a good snack. Just remem-

ber portion size.  

If you are over 50, you may need 75 grams of 

protein per day.  Read labels to know how 

much you are eating.   

Remember exercise, eat well, and stay strong. 

        

Your sister in Christ,  Kathy Lee, RN  
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Please enjoy the following Parenting article from September 30, 2022, FORWARD IN CHRIST. As 
parents we often are torn between being too restrictive or too permissive. Which is it?  May you be 

encouraged by the following article, as you navigate these waters in God’s Light.                                
Joy in Christ! ~  Mrs. T & Mrs. Irwin 

How Can Parents Find the Balance Between 

Being Too Restrictive and Too Permissive? 

Cont.  

Parenting is a balancing act. Often, we have a hard time seeing clearly that we are too far to one side 
until after the fact. Many parents, including myself, fall into habits that are based on emotion and may 

not realize that we need to adjust our approach until we see behavior or reactions in our 
children that are undesirable or worrisome.  

We may also become so consumed with the busyness of life that we are not always 
mindful of how parenting decisions we make now might impact the future. It’s easy to 
conclude, “Parenting is difficult! Why don’t children come with an instruction manual?” 

Thankfully, we do have guidance on how to approach our children—and I’m not referring to the long list 
of parenting books you can find online. If you read many of those, your head will spin with a wide variety 
of approaches and opinions. As Christians, we can lean on the Bible for guidance. 
 

God’s encouragement for parents 

I find it interesting, although not surprising, that God gives us what we need to know, and it matches 
what researchers in psychology and development have found. 

• God tells us that raising children is a responsibility to take seriously. 

• God tells us that we need to be consistent so as not to confuse our children. 

• God tells us that discipline includes being firm (having limits) while also show-
ing love (which doesn’t mean we have to give in). 

• God tells us that we are role models and need to consider our influence on our 
children. 

• God tells us that parenting includes teaching and encouraging.  

The most important advice you will not find in psychology: God tells us to train our children in his Word 
and follow his commands. Because we all fall short of these things daily, we also have—and can teach 
our children—forgiveness through Christ’s death and resurrection. See how God treats us and teaches 
us, and you will have all you need to find the right balance. 



My encouragement for parents 

Since parenting requires a balance between being warm and gentle while also providing structure and 
control, parents need to consider where their own strengths and weaknesses might be. When possible, 
it is good to rely on your spouse and work together toward this balance as each parent has his or her 
own strengths that can benefit the children. If you have a soft spot that might cause you to give in often 
to your children, consider how to firm up.  
 

If you are often firm and rigid in teaching your children right and wrong, consider 
how to show them emotional support and connection. Children need both in a 
consistent and predictable manner. Remember, it’s important to support each 
other in parenting as many parents find themselves fighting about how to raise 
their children. 
 

The trend in parenting today is to let children lead, and many parents believe 
they are being good parents if their children like them and are pleased with their 
parenting. When teaching children, you will find it difficult if the goal is to make 
them happy. Good parents will upset their children frequently (e.g., “Eat your 
vegetables,” “Time for bed”).  

 

Understanding that trend, I need the reminder I share with everyone else: It is important that your chil-
dren learn how to deal with frustration, to struggle or fail sometimes, to be bored and problem solve, 
and to handle responsibility. We parents need to create an environment where they can learn these 
things. We need to set limits and follow through, so our children know what to expect, all the while 
showing them love and support as we guide them through the challenges of life. 

 
Casey Holtz, Ph.D. 

Licensed Child Psychologist 

Psychology Professor WLC  
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COMING UP:  
 

Third Quarter Report Card Conferences:  

Tuesday and Wednesday; April 16-17  

 

Entertainment Night:  

Friday, May 10 

 

8th Grade Graduation:  

Sunday, May 26 

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •   •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •   •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 



REPELLING OTHERS IN THE NAME OF CHRIST 

From April, 2009 by Scott Linscott  

  

 Have you ever heard about that one woman people met on a mission trip a while back? She 

was a pretty well-known psychic in the area. And she was following the Apostle Paul around and yelling to everyone, “Yo, listen 

up, these guys speak for the real God and they know the way to live forever! Listen up!”  And like the pimped -up car with the 

tinted windows sitting next to me at a light, her “boom, boom, boom” message was constant and loud. It definitely turned head s. 

And like the cranked sound system starts annoying me after maybe 30 seconds. She annoyed. She kept at it for days on end.  

 At first glance, she’s really into promoting the Lord’s apostle and the cause of Christ. She’s definitely throwing attention 

on them. She’s vocal and persistent. She’s got a sketchy past. But those who watched all this noise at first might see 

her as motivated by Paul’s message.  And then something bizarre happens … the Lord’s apostle gets tired of the end-

less noise. He turns around, commands the evil spirit within her to leave. It does. Jesus always trumps demons.   

 “This girl followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting, “These men are servants of the Most 

High God, who are telling you the way to be saved.” She kept this up for many days. Finally Paul 

became so troubled that he turned around and said to the spirit, “In the name of Jesus Christ I command you to come 

out of her!” At that moment the spirit left her.” Acts 16:17-18 

 The history of Acts 16 really isn’t about the girl at all. And it’s not really about corrupt people trafficking her to make 

money off of her. It’s not even about these dudes taking the Lord’s apostle to court, to make the apostle Paul pay for taking  

away their business. They knew the Lord’s apostle freed her from the psychic spirit, and with that their control over her and  

their way of making money off of her went away. The question is: Why did the Holy Spirit record this particular history?  

 Why would an evil spirit tell this psychic-girl to call attention to the Lord’s apostle? The whole of Scripture shows us 

that demons were not in the habit of publicly pestering the Lord’s agents especially by telling people to listen to them. Why 

would a demon tell her to say, “These men are servants of the Most High God, who are telling you the way to be 

saved.”? That doesn’t make sense to me … unless the demons knew she was actually repelling people by her actions. Hell’s 

strategy did not matter. Jesus is compassionate. Jesus had His apostle free her from this psychic demon, from the control of 

slave-handlers, and from Satan’s deceptive ways.    

 Like you, I’m drawn to think a bit about that girl. For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so 

that through the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement the Word provides we might have hope. (ROMANS 

15:4) Besides the obvious compassionate power Jesus displayed through His apostle, what else does the Holy Spirit teach me?  

For instance, what can I learn about telling the truth about the Good News of Jesus? This psychic -demon possessed girl was 

telling the truth about the Lord’s apostle and His Gospel. Yet her way had opposite effect of the words she was continually 

shouting. 

  The Holy Spirit teaches us Christ-followers to be gentle, humble, filled with respect, love, joy, peace, patience, kind-

ness, goodness, self-control. Jesus said we will be seen by others to be His followers when we love others like He loves us. 

How might this play out in real life today? Here’s what “Pastor Scott” shared with me a few years back. He had taken his con-

gregation’s youth on a retreat. One of the girls pointed out to her Bible -study break-out group that she wanted more and better: 

more and better times for more and better Bible study, more and better praying, more and better worship. And her group had 

better get more and more serious about God just like she was.  

 Needless to say, she was passionate, but sadly she was repelling. She tried to make her friends do and act like she 

wanted.  It had the opposite effect. Her peers backed away from listening to her as if she was a singing classical music oper a. 

Others just felt like they didn’t make the grade, were not good enough when she was around. She always pointed out 

they were always failing at this or that. They were nowhere near to where she thought they should be 

spiritually.  

 Later in the retreat, one of the young women found lice in her own hair. Suddenly super -

spiritual sweetie flipped, got angry, called the girl “disgusting” and refused to be in the same room, not 

even ride back in the same car. The poor embarrassed victim felt like crawling under a rock and dying.  

 While miss-super-spiritual threw her fit, a different girl in Pastor Scott’s group acted in a surprising 

way. Previously that girl was known for making some poor life choices. But this is the young Christian girl 

who lathered lice treatment into the infected girl’s hair. This is the girl who stayed with her; cried with her;  

patiently and lovingly combed out dead lice and eggs until the girl was clean. All the while, she quietly 

calmed the stressed young woman. This is the girl who reminded her that Jesus loved her. The lice -



thing was stressful, but was not life-threatening. It could, and did, happen to anyone.  

 It was very clear who represented Christ well that weekend. When they got back, the very  next youth -group meeting, 

the first super-spiritual girl shared her testimony about all the Bible truth she learned at the retreat. She went 

on at length about what it means to love and care for others. She stood on the Bible and boasted about how 

good she was at crushing Satan. 

 Unfortunately, no one could hear her.  

 Her previous actions were still ringing in their spiritual ears. Pastor Scott did say that several girls 

in his group talked with her after her message. But sadly, the super -spiritual girl was not about to take 

any advice from them. They did not know God like she did.  They were lower on the spiritual maturity 

ladder. Her attitude of sweet arrogance was like a disgusting repellent.  Before we go much further, 

remember we don’t know the end of her story, just this little snippet from 2009.  

 But like Pastor Scott shared, the whole point of the gospel of Jesus Christ at that youth retreat was missed. She was 

puffing yourself up. Putting others down. She was off-putting as if she was spiritually mature. She had little compassion for 

others, little empathy with those she deemed less spiritually mature. That left Pastor Scott wondering how could that super -

spiritual person have been so blind to think that she was lifting up Christ?  The youth would duck and run for cover when the y 

saw her coming.  I may not know my Bible really good yet, but from what I read, Jesus was not Pastor Scott’s student.  

 Jesus listened to strangers, family, friends, enemies. He had genuine compassion as He heard them; called them by 

name; ate dinner at their houses; invited relationships with them. But pharisees of Jesus’ day were all to often like Pastor 

Scott’s super-spiritual student. Jesus’ Pharisees were all about puffing themselves up, putting others down. 

They would raise their eyebrows at those they deemed less spiritually mature. They would smirk at those less 

spiritually mature than what they held themselves to be. They would draw attention to how they did the right 

things for God,  the right way. They even smirked and grumbled about Jesus who hung out with the wrong 

crowd, dressed the wrong way, didn’t follow their rules.  

 Before I start looking down my nose at Pharisees, God’s Word reveals a most -disturbing 

truth: all of us, you and I, have an in-born little pharisee. Our little sin-arrogant nature likes to boast about 

what we think is good, how others should speak, think, live what we say is the right way to think, speak and live.  

Jesus warns His disciples to watch out for the pharisee-attitude.  I need that Word of warning to put a lid on my 

own little pharisee who is just itching to take over my life, my thoughts, my words.  

 The Holy Spirit guards and guides me with His Word. When the pharisees of today’s culture are happy 

with me, it’s a little signal that it is probably time for me to re -evaluate my own witness about Jesus. What is my attitude when 

talking the truth to others? Is it to embarrass others? To show that they don’t measure up? they failed again? Or is it to he lp 

them? to have compassion on them? To bless them with an understanding of God’s forgiveness in Jesus Christ? I hate sin not 

because I am better than others. I hate sin because it dishonors Jesus and hurts those who follow after sin.  

     Our heavenly Father was not like the Pharisees. He demonstrated His love by sending His Son. The Savior Jesus 

was not like Pharisees. He demonstrated His merciful kindness to ignorant fools, even to the point of His crucifixion. The Ho ly 

Spirit was not like the Pharisees. He demonstrates God’s Gospel of “sins forgiven for Jesus’ sake” everyday in my life, to me .. 

Jesus  enables me to reflect His authentic Gospel kindness and not be like the Pharisees.  

                 From my family to you and yours, happy reflecting! 

             Alive in Jesus! 

Pastor T 

 

WELS and ELS members who are single, and 

looking for like minded folks to get to know 

each other? They have several events per 

year, and a monthly newsletter. If interested, 

use this address: wels-els-singles.com/

subscribe  for the newsletter  and for up to 

date information on social opportunities.  

Saturday, July 20, 2024  

8:30am - 2:00pm 

Where: St. Paul’s Lutheran School, 

101 Church St, Wonewoc, WI  

www.discipleshipwwd.org/2024

-sunday-school-conference   

https://www.discipleshipwwd.org/2024-sunday-school-conference
https://www.discipleshipwwd.org/2024-sunday-school-conference


Evangelism Bible Study  starting April 

28 after Sunday morning worship 

services.  Focusing on God's Great 

Exchange based on a popular evan-

gelism presentation by retired pastor, 

David Valleskey, we will learn how to 

ask and answer these key ques-

tions.  What does God demand? What 

does God see? What are the man-

made remedies? What is God's reme-

dy? What is God's promised gift? 

What are God's blessings that follow 

faith in Christ? We pray that it will 

help you learn some wonderful things 

about your relationship with God and 

help you learn more about the Great 

Exchange He made for all sinners.   

 Evangelism in the digital age:  How to spread 

the gospel in our communities both personally and on-line. 

On Saturday, April 20th at 10:00 a.m. Dave Malnes, president of Praise and Proclaim 

Ministries, will talk about the partnership with WELS Congregational Services to 

offer digital advertising for Christmas and Easter and share insights from these    

campaigns. This includes an overview of the new dynamic of evangelism in a post-

Christian digital world and ways to reach a distracted audience. He will also define 

digital evangelism, describe tools that Praise and Proclaim uses for digital             

evangelism campaigns, and provide tips for members to participate.  Join us on      

Saturday, April 20th at 10:00 a.m. for this one hour presentation.  

God’s Letter of Hope is First Peter 

Ladies Bible Study 

Fridays 10:00—11:30 am 

McMillan Library (second floor) 



According to commentary from Rev. Rob-

ert Fleischmann, “With access to surgical 

abortion now restricted in many states, 

53% of abortions are now chemical abor-

tions.” 

Those who want abortion rights, have 

started Danco Laboratories, a company 

whose only product is Mifeprex which 

causes a chemical abortion.  Both CVS 

and Walgreens were recently granted 

rights to distribute this product.  They will 

start distribution in five states with lenient 

abortion laws, and then expand to other 

states. 

Our first thought is to boycott CVS and 

Walgreens; however, Pastor Fleischmann  

points out that his heart goes out to Chris-

tian pharmacists who are required to help 

distribute this item, thus contributing to 

this atrocity. 

Pastor advises the “best way to stop abor-

tion is to eliminate the market.  To elimi-

nate the market is to change hearts.  The 

best way to change hearts is to proclaim 

the truth in love.” 

IT IS UP TO US TO SPEAK UP AT EVERY 

OPPORTUNITY TO EDUCATE OTHER 

ABOUT GOD’S LOVE FOR US AND THE UN-

BORN. 

Life News 

Putting Together Puzzle  

Pieces of God’s Parables 

At Good Shepherd Church  

Ladies Bible Study 

Thursday’s at 3:00 pm 

Starting April 4, 2024 

LWMS Wisconsin River Valley Circuit 

Spring Rally 

Saturday, April 2 2024 

St. Peter, Rothschild 

Registration: 8:30—$3 Fee 

Rally 9:00—Noon 







Come and See!    Go and Tell! 
Good Shepherd Evangelical Lutheran  

Church and School—WELS 
 

10611 Highway 13 South, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494 

www.1goodshepherd.org 

Pastor Paul A. Tullberg |  Pastor John T. Melke 

3k-8 Principal/ Educator:  Donna L. Tullberg 

ECM Teacher/Director: Amanda Irwin 
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