
     During daylight hours,  

 Paul was free to move around the 

house with the supervision of sol-

diers. But every night he would be 

chained to a soldier to make sure he 

did not escape before his trial before 

Caesar.  However, the Holy Spirit 

wrote very clearly that Rome did not 

control Paulôs freedom;  Jesus Christ 

was his Keeper.   

Prisoner of Christ = FREE 

1 For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of 

Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentilesð 
2 Surely you have heard about the admini-

stration of Godôs grace that was given to 

me for you, 3 that is, the mystery made 

known to me by revelation, as I have al-

ready written briefly.  

4 In reading this, then, you will be able to 

understand my insight into the mystery of 

Christ, 5 which was not made known to 

men in other generations as it has now 

been revealed by the Spirit to Godôs holy 

apostles and prophets. 6 This mystery is 

that through the gospel the Gentiles are 

heirs together with Israel, members to-

gether of one body, and sharers together 

in the promise in Christ Jesus. 

v1-3 To what reason is Paul referring?  

Why does Paul identify himself as a pris-

oner?  What gift was Paul given?  Why was 

he given it?  

 

v4-6 Why does the Holy Spirit refer to this 

stewardship from God as a mystery? Is this 

a mystery because of the timing of its 

revelation or the content?  

During his imprisonment in Rome,  

Paul was under house arrest. 

 

Come and see!  Go and Tell! 

You and your family 
Wherever you live 

Your city or village, Your country 
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LORD Almighty 

Jesus Way 

Heaven, Heaven 

 

In v4-6 the Holy Spirit reveals the MYSTERY.  Yes, most everyone loves a good 

mystery, but this is not about a detective novel.  Instead, the mystery is that since 

God has kept His Old Testament promises, now the Gospel is clearly for ALL. 



Eph. 1:7- 9a «I became a servant of this gos-
pel by the gift of Godªs grace given me 
through the working of His power. 8 Although 
I am less than the least of all Godªs people, 
this grace was given me: to preach to the 
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 
and to make plain to everyone the admini-
stration of this mystery,¬  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Eph. 1:9b- 11 «which for ages past was kept 
hidden in God, who created all things. 10 His 
intent was that now, through the Church, the 
manifold wisdom of God should be made 
known to the rulers and authorities in the 
heavenly realms, 11 according to His eternal 
purpose which He accomplished in Christ Je-
sus our Lord .¬  
 

 

In Jesus and through faith in Him we may 
approach God with freedom and confidence.  

I ask you, therefore, not to be discouraged  

Eph. 1:12- 13 In Him and through faith in Him 
we may approach God with freedom and 
confidence. 13 I ask you, therefore, not to be 
discouraged because of my sufferings for you, 
which are your glory.  
 
    Here is the point. The Ephesians might 
become downhearted. Their founding pastor 
was arrested, in prison awaiting trial. Wheels 
of justice had ground to a halt. He had been 
in prison a long time. They heard what he 
was going through and they know that they 
might be next. They felt for their shepherd. 
They had prayed for him and it seemed their 
prayers had not been answered. 
     They may be tempted to wonder if 
God's plan failed . Godªs apostle had been 
imprisoned. And this time there has been no 
earthquake to open the cell doors and no 
angel to lead Godªs prisoner to freedom. 
Years have passed and Paul is still chained.  
    But the apostle writes that there is a 
divine purpose at work.  Paul's hardships 
have resulted in the spread of Godªs Word. 
     Sunday school teachers, VBS staff, 
Elementary school teachers, pastors and their 
people do well to reflect on this. It is easy 
to be faithful in the midst of obvious success. 
When the church is bursting at the seams. 
When your bank account is good. When 
teaching classes are full and pews are 
packed. When everything is going well.  
     But will I be faithful when I cannot 
see the immediate results? Will I be faithful 
to share the gospel when I do it and no one 
believes? will I be faithful when there is just 
a handful of students -  when I can count 
their number on one hand and still have fin-
gers to spare? Will I be faithful when I am 
the only one being faithful? The Holy Spirit 
reminds us: 
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Eph. 3:14 For this reason I kneel before 
the Father, 15 from whom His whole 
family in heaven and on earth derives its 
name. 16 I pray that out of his glorious 
riches He may strengthen you with power 
through His Spirit in your inner being, 17 
so that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith. And I pray that you, being 
rooted and established in love, 18 may 
have power, together with all the saints, 
to grasp how wide and long and high 
and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and 
to know this love that surpasses knowl-
edgē that you may be filled to the 
measure of all the fullness of God.  
 
 
 

What three things does Paul pray for in Eph. 3:14-
19? 
 
What do we learn about Jesus Christ from the fol-
lowing verses:     
Verse 8     
Verse 11     
Verse 12     
Verse 17 
 

 

 

 

 
  

What cause is Paul referring to in verse 14 of Ephesians Chapter 3?  

Ephesians 3:1-21 cont. 

Almighty God and Father, dwelling in majesty and mystery, You fill and renew all creation by Your eternal 
Spirit; You display Your saving grace through our Lord Jesus Christ; in mercy cleanse our hearts and 

lips; keep us free from doubt and fear; let us worship You, the one true immortal God, with Your eternal 
Son and the Holy Spirit, living and reigning, now and forever, Amen and Amen! 

What do the following prayer postures have in 
common? What is taught by the Holy spirit re-
cording the prayer posture used by Paul? 
 
    A bowed head 
    Outstretched arms 
    Kneeling on both knees 
    Laying prostrate face down 
 
 
 
 
 

Eph. 3:20 Now to Him who is able to do 
immeasurably more than all we ask or imag-
ine, according to His power that is at work 
within us, 21 to Him be glory in the Church 
and in Christ Jesus throughout all genera-
tions, for ever and ever! Amen.  
 

Eph. 3:20- 21 describe Godªs abilities while 
praising Him. How do we fit into Godªs 
equation? 


